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Night Service, 
at The Associated Press, 
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ee -Calls| Elba 


Congressmen, _ Senators 


To Confer With Graves 
At Noon Today 


To Present Plan 


To Congress For Relief 


For F lood Sufferers 


Governor Bibb Grayes has stummoned, 
AlNbama, congressinen and senators to 
confor with inn in his office at the cap 
itol today ag hoon, in the presentation 
to the Congress of the United States, of 
& call for appropriations for the relief 


the pla for relief 
Rislation, is the pros 
mn 80 Appropriation to meet ime 
thedinte needs and an appropriation tor 
rhabilftation, the latter “to be made 
available in the form’ of loans for long 
neriods, ab a nominal rate of Snterest, 
‘oO that lavmers, merehants and. others 
Who have lost all their Possessions, can 
make a new beginning and again become’ 
staining, 

Stovetnor Graves announeed the call- 
tug of ihe conference to convene here to- 
« , when, he was asked yesterday ve- 
‘dling recommendations made, that he 
% Sossion of the Legislature 
money for flood relief and 
vstion of the devastated towns 
ots. Ty stating the pur+ 
erence, namely, the call- 
wal appropriations, the goye 

“Ib is the avickest way,” 

Me added that if. the Legislature were. 
to meek to submit the Dbroposal of the 
isstuuice of bonds kt order to raise need~ 
mouey, {he Constitutional amendment 
that yrorlel be heeessary i do -bhis could, 

' under the laws of the state,: be 
Yoled on unlit three months after the 
The nitive adjourned. “Help is needed. 
now.” he emphasized. 

Gong will be in session: again in 
about three weeks, the chier executive 
pointed eul—and in the meantime, the 
state and the Red Cross ean continue to 
ave of the flood sufferers until the 
period of 


Thain 


‘operators, sitting 


‘Hello Gils’ 


Like ofven-told stories of heroic radio 
at theiy posts on 
doomed liners to the moment When they 
slipped below the surface of the sea, 
came a story yesterday from Miss Vivian. 
Harper, telephone operator in tke’ Hite 
town of Bba, which was almost wiped: 
from the map by the devastating floods. 
' Miss Harper arrived in Montgomery 
yesterday and is at the home of her 
cousin, Mrs, J. P. Blue, 204 Wiotida 
Avenue, i 

Not unlike the vadio operators, Miss 
Harper remained until only a short time 
before her post was swamped in a raging 
torrent, transmitting messages for her 
stricken townspeople, giving what infor- 
mation she could and sending calls for 
aid to the last. 

Miss Harper narrowly escaped drown- 
ing. When she, with her brave coworker, 
Mrs. Mineola Liehert, finally listened to 
pleas of abandoning the frail two-story 
telephone building, swiftly-flowing water 
was passing within a few inches of their 
fect on the top floor, . 

Boat Tossed Wildly, 

The boat into which they were taken 
by Arthur Owens, contractor and a Mr. 
Prescott, tossed wildly, Again «id again 
the men strained every muscle to pull 
the cratt to.a two-story house not far 
away. Despairing; the ‘rescuers turned 
the prow in the direction of another 
home in (he distance, but. iv line with 
the violent current, r 

The objective, the home of Mrs. Anne 
Water, was nearly reached when the 
hoat became entangled in. wiring. Fran- 
tically the little party worked, doing all 
that was possible to keep fhe eraft from 
overturning, ; a 

“Can. you swim?” cried one of the 
men, : 

“Yest” answered Mrs, Lichert. 

“No!” replied Miss Harper. 

Suddenly the water swirled furiously, 
The boat, released from the entangle~ 
ments, was dashed into a tree and splint- 
ered. Its occupants disappeared in thé 
muddy water. ’ s 

‘The men, were the first to Feappean, 
soOweS hy Miss Haxper, who grabbed a, 
twig, 

“Mrs, Liebert! Mrs. Liebert! She did 
nob answer. She was not in sight, 

‘Tonsiow Relieved, ; 

‘The tension was relieved a moment 
dater when she swam from under a part 
of the capsized boat which had trapped 
hex. 3 

Then the twig to. which Miss Harper 
was holding snapped. She again went 


After Boat Capsized In Te 


Saved By Rox 


ures 
BO han i lily 


below. the wate? en 
action of Mr. Preseott 
doubtably drowned. 

Only by almost 
he -held her--one hand 
the other dug inte a ne 
He-cotid only keep her t 
moments, 

Several men in Mrs. Ww 


| 
i 
| 


.to the struggling; 
Minutes, that: seemed lke years, were 
required before one was gtaspd. Mrs. 
Liebert was pulled to safety. Then the 
others. 
» Thirty Bersons Fu. Heuse: 
Inside the house fully 80 persons bad. 


threw ° ropes 


waler and {o0d,. Aci 


| Miss Harper and two: tin 
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Flood Waters — 


Hit Florida 


‘Fliers Rescue 
- From Coneeuh 


"| mitteds or 


faken xefuge, Luckily there was sufficient . 
ws the street were » 


other people, including seyral vatives be Red: Gioss,. for 
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‘gia Fortune 
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ALC 12 —Police 
w trail in thadting the 
stovious slaying of an 
axl “voodoo prade 


* veturned a verdich 
‘ous «with a, knife 
TOWK Person’ fx the 

‘Busse, KO-year-old, 
© death for lave days 
i solve, 
» for ‘years an oracle 
$ and curious who 
1 to wrouble or seal 
i found dead on the 
© home Sunday py 


When found she had 
‘to five’ hours, Po. 
she was Killed sev. 
2 Jast person known 
© reported her mov. 
Ue, 
why soaked th 
f and % ool Sart 
since ‘hab ‘how no 
Who saw her, 
© discard the vob. 
7ore Inelined: to bee 
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Saved By Rope After 


(Continued from Page Ouc) 
had no food. Mowe could be tal 
OM account of Ube merciless current, } 
bnagalows, piled against a, thicket 
% Near the Water home by 
prevented that kouse from being 
swept away, 

During the hight terrifying evies came 
from houses nearby, Children, and we 
IMCD, Sereamed, Mex shouted, 
creaked. Some were washed away. 

The following day the Water began. to 
recede. Rescue parti came trom Opp, 
Teoy ancl other places. National Crawds~ 
men arrived and, airplanes, angels of 
rays tvopped foe), clothing and medi- 
ohne, 


|, Miss Harpers wag taken trom the house 
in a boa She passed the telephone ex~ 
change. The low loor had been Washecl 
way, Che upper floor was In. its place, 
Ast she passed tho exchange the erios of 
distressed people agein came to her 
he us Help"—send us boats for God's 
0.77 


ki 
“IG was all like a terrible nightmare, 
;she said. “Twit never cease hoaring 
Ghose. pitiful eries that came over ihe 
wires before £ had to g0,” 

pomincennteein is 


OPP, ALA. Maroh 19.—-(Special,).— 
Refusal to abandon her post of duty al- 
most cost Miss: Vivian Harper her life 
when the flood waters began fo ¢limb 
to the second story of the building 
which ‘houses the telephone exchange at 
Elba, Iasi; Vhuvsday, Miss Marpor went 
to Work about 7 orelock thet fatetul 
morning and stuck to her switchboard 
until the dood had ent Off all com- 
munaleation with the ou de world, 

After working with haste 
throughout the entire da: 
and her brave co-worker, 
Liebert, another operator wi 
leave the building about 5 o'el 


boat the current was 80 great the boat 
burst into pieces, Mrs, Annie Waters, 
living nearby saw this and screamed for 
help, when a rope was thrown to them 
and they were pulled into the tavo-story 
home of Mus, Waters, AL this happened. 
‘Thinsday, 

lisperiences hore were terrible, they 


Capsized In Torrent!" 


unhalured, 


{ four aviators would be picked Ww by ves | with special rolls has been in ced an 
lef planes today trom substitute for the usta Lammers ent 
and trom Pensacola, choppers, ‘ 
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River south ane West of Selma, 
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FLIERS RESCUED ee aeee 
FROM CONECUH noon, from at tip by py 


entire food area civ 
(Continued trom, Page One) state, he found ever 


Then Lieut. Agee dropped a Ihessage 
to persons » ¥, telling them to tale 
hoats to bring the two men in. Dienst, 
Agee then proceeded to Maxwell Mold 
and made a report of the ineident, 

Tiewt. Meadows and a mechanic of 
the National Guard, were seat to Brew 
fon from Maxwell Bicid upon receip 
Dieut. Ape report. heir plane sus 
itined 2, bent Propeller in a, forced land- 
ing near Brewton but both aviators were 


emergency oy 
olabed hows 
id, bus thera. was 1 
fe at many of thom, ¢ 
ers, people were i 


it~ 
3 nd 
ling alon, slit, 
made it > hoy 
@ Airmen are ready. try 
‘ope with any enrergeney 

o whieh wilt require 


their 5 


Capi. Muse said last To make the steak tend 


natant ee 


Insurance Beneficiaries 


brepared to climb to the lott in the 
event the water forced them — thore, 
‘here were 30 to 35 People in this one 
home bebind they could see seven 

wple over and wash away. 
Every minute they thought these heavy 
against their 


given. warn, dy clothes, Rourishing food 
and put to bed, Perhaps Miss Harper's 
was. ue most dangerous experience of 
have, 
Opp citizens received & call from ‘Elba 
about noon, ‘Thursday, stating the danger 
they were in there. At once Opp re- 
sponded to this call and were first to 


red the 


Teach the scene of desolation, { 


Tense sen stated 


They receive many iovesiment 


offers, some highly speculative, 

They lose much through inex. 
perience. The best way to PEO« 
tect beneficiaries is through a 
Life Insurance Trost. Ask our 
Trust Officer to explain, 


The | 
First National Bank 


at RAW 


Vivian Harper - 


The heroic efforts of Miss Vivian Harper were very significant during the tragic 1929 flood. As 
flood waters continued to rise, Miss Harper and her relief operator, Mrs. Mineola Liebert, were 
on duty and stayed in touch with local residents until every telephone had failed. Miss Harper 
warned the citizens of Geneva about the flood 

and enabled them to be better prepared for the coming flood. She also contacted telephone 
Operators in neighboring towns and relief came much sooner because of her efforts and 
dedication to the people of Elba. As the water came into the building the two operators 
escaped into a waiting boat. Miss Harper received the 

Theodore N. Vail Silver Medal for her heroism. 


his Certifies thata silver medal offewd unser the terns of the astablishunent 
Theodore K. Vail Mesimorial Fund and kriowmn ae the 


THEODORE NIVATL MEDAL 
for Noteworthy Public Service 
has been. awarded to 
; Wivian. Harper 
. me Operator, Slba i WO. = 
Be coutage initiative and devotion to duty in continuing telephone 
Service, despite grave personal danger at atime of flood, 
Ee fone 222 ithe tows 9 Elba 
; wehal epduater, contirnied to gin eee: i 
Rove. Gailes! “She tlee macting to the tava oe 
gave the, 
b : Serious ssthaation ruled in the Ummediate oxgane | 
ceils, usged to leave the building a simall fame atunctune roti " 
me Sa SGA ath gg acevo soteng oe 


Crorn swhicts, th Eesscued 289, 
Shot aN the ambient oeetee vase gees 
sed. 


Hello Girls was the colloquial name for 
American female switchboard operators in 
World War I. 


They were formally known as the Signal Corps 
Female Telephone Operators Unit. During World 
War I, these switchboard operators were sworn 
into the U.S. Army Signal Corps. 


jamlong@elbaal.gov : 


From: Nell Gilmer <nellgilmer@troycable.net> 

Sent: Tuesday, March 8, 2022 4:27 PM 

To: Hawkins Jacque 

Cc: Jennifer Amlong 

Subject: March program at Elba Library about Women's History 
Attachments: Vivian Harper.docx 


| am attaching info about a hero in Elba - our own Hello Girl! Altho it was in 1929, it's a good example of someone 
using the telephone to save lives - and it was a female operator. 


Miss Vivian's nephew John Harper has the certificate hanging in his home. He doesn't know what happened to the 
medal or the plaque that used to hang in the telephone exchange office which was flooded in 1990. I'm going to contact 
the GTE office in Raleigh and see if they have any idea. | don't know who the telephone people are that use that 
building in Elba - but | will find out. | love being detective. 


| still have some of my hello girls but | took the tri-fold poster apart because | didn't know | would ever use it 
again. The library has the book "Hello Girls" and we could show a trailer of the movie and recommend people watch it 
later. | think it is along movie. Let me know what I need to put together and who will be attending, etc. What is the 
date? Mr. Al Gilmore, Elba history teacher, might promote it to his seniors for extra credit. 


Nell 


This email has been checked for viruses by Avast antivirus software. 
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THE HELLO GIRLS: 
AMERICA’S FIRST 
FEMALE SOLDIERS 


